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To the Ricur WorgSniPeul 
A 4 D E M E N, 


| A N D 
COMMON-COUNCIL, 
O F 


NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE. 


GENTLEMEN, 
F I ſhould ſay, that the cbliging Manner of your 


Cency, T ſhould offend againſt Truth. 


Net that either my Temper, or Abilities, diſpoſe me 


to publick Appearance : But your canaid Acceptance of 


my Services encourages me to hope, that my Miniſtiy 
may not be altogether unſucceſsjul in this large aud po- 


pulous Town. Und a greater Satisfaction, I think, 


cannot, on this Side the Grave, fill the Breaſt of a 


Chriſtian Paſtor; eſpecially at a Time, when our 
Religion, as profeſſed and ejtabliſhed in Purity, is, to- 
gether 


requeſting me to ſend this Sermon, ſuch as it is; 
into the World, does not offord me ſome Comply 
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gether with its ſacred Head and er not only 


malign'd and undermin d, but reſolutely and contemptu- 
ouſly invaded by the fierce Sons of Violence. 


That our own Town has nat ſuffered, otherwiſe than 
by its Intereſt in the Loſſes and Miſeries of others, and 
a generous Þellow-feeling, when its Opulence, Infiu- 


ence, and Dignity, conſpir d to tempt and invite the 


Enemy towards it, under God, is owing, if not to the 
Infatuation of cur Adverſaries, to the Vigilance, Zeal, 
and early Reſolutions, which appeared ſo ſeaſonably 


within theſe Malls: And fince the late Claud has not 


burſt diretily over our Head, henceforward all Cauſe 
of Tear, on this, or any ſuch lite Occaflon, in our Days 
at leaſt, if not 10 remo! eſt Time, will, I truſt, with 


the ſame propitious Providence, and our own Unani- 
mity, be ſufficiently baniſhed by our numerous Army, 


(whoſe Health and Accommodation has becn ſo care- 


fully conſulted) under the animai ing Command of His 


Mejefty Himſelf, or His Heroick Son, the Delight and 
Darling of the People, the high Honour of whoſe Pre- 
fence, within theſe our Limits, we pleaſe ourſelves with: 
expecting, if the Public Welfare ſpall allow him to in- 


dulge us fo great a Favour: However, , let Poſterity 


profit itſelf by every Circumſtance, whether Profpercus 


or Adverſe, of all Prececding Generations, 


And let the preſent Age, as Duty requires, ſee 
the Hand, and own the guardian Care of Heaven in. 
its repeated Preſervotion and Protection of the Royal 
Blecd; altoays foremoſt in the Place of Danger, and 


the Scene of Action: For which Cauſe, I cannot but 


rejoice to hear, and congratulate others, that our ait- 
ous Feors for a precious Life are, in ſome Degree, 
abated, by. the prudent Submiſſion of a Remainder of 
our Foes, who have already given the Nation more 
than abundant Trouble,---------- But 1 forvear to ag- 
* the Crimes of the Guilty, 
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5 
So may our Youthful and Intrepid Warrior put to 


Flight, and triumph over, all bis Father's and bis 
Country's Enemes. 


And now, Gentlemen, to my Reſpectful Thanks for 


the many Civilities and Obligations for which I fland 


indebted to yourſeves and the reſt of the Inbabitanis of 
this Corporation, permit me to add my ſincere Wiſhes 


and Prayers, for the Continuance and Increaſe of all 


Happineſs to Them and You, both in your Publick and 
Private Capacities; and to declare, that in all good 
Offices, I am, 5 . 


Your obedient, and 


Veiy bumble Servant, 


THO. TURNOR; 
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St MATT. vi. 16. 


Moreover, when ye faſt, be not as 


the Hypocries. 


NO reconcile ourſelves unto G oD, and 

to implore, firſt the Forgiveneſs, 
Ac and then the Favour of Heaven, is 

v\, the Intention of every Act of Hu- 

. miliation, whether Perſonal or Na- 

tional. Fug £7 
| That God is always ready, upon 
the unfeigned Repentance of his Creatures, to paſs 


an Act of total Oblivion and Indemnity, is the holy 
Comfort and happy Privilege of a corrupted Nature, 
founded on the gracious Promiſe of Truth itſelf, 
declaring, that I will be merciful to their Unrighteouſ- 


neſs, and their Sins and their Iniquities I will remem- 


ber no more. This his Promiſe, he who is faithful, 
and cannot deviate from his own eſſential Perfections. 


will no doubt ever perform. The Danger and Dif- 
ficulty lies within ourſelves, in not preparing and 


qualifying ourſelves for His Mercy, who is mighty 


to ſave, as well as to deſtroy. 
ur Duty therefore it is, with loweſt Proſtration, 
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to ſupplicate the Mercy, and deprecate the Ven- 
geance of the Sovereign of the whole World, that: 
— may be watchful over us for Good, and not for 
Io this Purpoſe are we now aſſembled, by the 
pious Command of Authority : And as by Sinceri- 
ty we anſwer, or by Hypocriſy fruſtrate the Deſign 
of this Solemnity, we ſhall derive upon us a Bleſ- 
ſing, or a Curſe. To obtain the former, and to a- 
vert the latter, by a juſt Diſcharge of our preſent 
Employment, let us obſerve what ſpecial Acts are 
ſuitable to, and conſtitute this Day of publick Con- 
THIDION. -: 1 3 8 | 

Nov, becauſe each Individual beſt knows, and is 
accountable for his own Crimes, by which he con- 
tributes his ſad Proportion to the publick Stock, ag- 


gravating and accumulating the common Load of 
Guilt, and thereby inflaming the Wrath of Gov, 


It is fit that we arraign ourſelves firſt, and confeſs 
the Depravity of our own Hearts; that by impartial, 


or rather diſtinguiſhed, Severity on ourſelves, we, be- 
ing converted and reformed, may more effectually 
promote and confirm the Amendment of others: 


For what Change can be wrought in the Commu- 
nity, but as the ſeveral Parts, which form the Whole, 
do, every one for himſelf, concur to produce it. ? 


Conſcious of the Malignity of his own Breaſt, into 


which none but the Eye of Omniſcience can pene- 
trate, though our external Actions may expole us 


to the Cenſure, or beſpeak the Candour of our Fel- 


low-creatures, every particular Man may, and muſt, 
in Times of Danger and Trouble more eſpecially, 
approach the Throne of Grace, and appeaſe the in- 
cenſed Deity, by his own perſonal Confeſſion and 
Confuſion of Face; or in vain will the collective Bo- 


dy expect God's propitious Aſpect, and the Light 


of his Countenance. But, foraſmuch as an explicite 
Emameration and Acknowledgement of our own pe- 
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culiar Offences is neither proper nor practicable in 


the Offices calculated and framed for publick and 


joint Service, which are therefore compoſed in ge- 


neral Terms, that all may unite with a ready Har- 


mony, and will not admit Diverſity, or Singularity 
of Caſes, it will be requiſite to appropriate ſome Por- 
tion of Time, previous and ſubſequent to our pu- 
blick Concourle, to pour forth our Souls in peniten- 
tial Privacy; to recount our numerous Crimes, 
which, if heinous and wilful, and truly repented of, 
will de ſure to occur, and ſtare us in the Face; or, 
in the Language of the Royal Pſalmiſt, himſelf a 
deep Penitent, to be ever before us; to lament and 
deteſt the former, and to renounce the future Com- 
miſſion of them ; to delineate them in their full Di- 
menſions, by all the heightening Circumſtances of 


Obſtinacy and Ingratitude, with which we offended 


againſt greater Light, Advantages and Obligations; 
and, with full Abhorrrence, to ſollicit the Re- 
millicn of them for His Sake, who came not to call 
the Righteous, but Sinners to Repentance : Lo which 
we muſt add, as indeed it naturally follows, a firm 


and inviolable Purpoſe of conquering, or controul- 


ing at leaſt, every Imagination that ee ifſelf a- 
beve all that is called Ged. But chiefly mult we ru- 
minate on the Sin that does ſo caſily beſet us; to 

which, by inward Diſpoſition, or outward Tempra- 
tion, we have fallen, and perhaps may again fall (ſuch 
is Infirmity, and the Frailty of Reſolution) a fre- 
quent Sacrifice. 


Thus far advanced, to the Support of our feeble 


and fickle Reſolves, we ſhould call in the Aſſiſtance 


of powerful Contemplation on the Turpitude, the 
Danger, and the final Iſſue of Sin; on the Honour, 


the Safety, and the glorious Rewards of Virtue; and, 


by holy Vows, modeſt and full of Jealouly, not ſan- 


guine, enſnaring, and preſumptuous, engage our- 
ſelves co ourſelves, by a wile Circumſpection, never 
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to repeat what the Mind has ſo earneſtly and pathe- 
rically repented of ; which to perform, with all the 


Fervour of Affection, which a Senſe of our own Im- 
potence, and the Riches of Go p's Mercy can in- 


ſpire, we muſt invoke that Grace, which is able to 
ſubdue all Things to itſelf. f 


Such a Conduct and Behaviour will, in no ſmall 
Degree, anfwer and ſecure the Deſign of this our 
folemn and occafional Meeting, and ſanctify the 
Act; whereas a cool Acquieſcence, or Concurrence, 


in the common Compunction, to which we ſubſcribe 
only in concert with others, creates no laſting or live- 


ly Influence; has its chief Exiſtence in the Head, 


and ſcarce reaches the Heart at all. Some faint Im- 
Preſſions may poſſibly be made; but, languid and 
allow as they are, they are foon effaced. If we 


hate to be reformed, and retain a latent Attachment 
to the Error of our Ways, can our Prayers obtain 
any Audience from Him, who ſearcheth the very 


Heart and Reins? The external, ceremonial Obſer- 
vation of any ritual and religious Injunction, may 


acquit us, indeed, from the Guilt of ſcandalous Pro- 


phaneneſs, and an open Violation and Contempt of a- 
ny Inſtitution, but can never enroll us in the Number 
of thoſe, who, in the Diſcharge of every Precept, 


do it heartily as unto the Lord. Hence the Ineffi- 
cacy and Rejection of the Fetiſh Performances 


Which were ſuperficial only, and not levelled at the 
Root of Sin: Notwithſtanding their outward De- 


jection and mournful Deportment, their Heart re- 


mained unaltered, and their Appetite for their Vices 
Was as keen as ever. It is che Feſtimony GOD 


himſelf has given of them; I hearkened, ſays he, 
and heard, but they ſpake not aright;, no Man re- 
pented bim of his Wickedneſs, ſaying, What have I 
dune? But they turned every one to his Courſe, as the 
Horſe rufheth inio the Battle. 

Wherein conſiſted the Defect of their Carriage? 
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Manifeſtly in this: Their Minds continued under 


the ſame former Obduration: No Self- examination, 
leſt they ſnould awaken their Conſciences, and di- 


ſturb their Peace; but, without Check or Controul, 
regardleſs of the Peril, or the Conſequence, they u- 
niverſally practiſed the ſame Tranſgreſſions, and in- 


hanced their Provocations. Probably, if not un- 
queſtionably, all concurred, without Scruple or Re- 


ſerve, to publiſh and bewail the deplorable Conditi- 


on, and the enormous Guilt of a State immerſed in 
Sin; becauſe, all equally confeſſing themſelves in- 
volved in the general Sentence, no Reproach could 


faſten itſelf on one more than another: But few, if 
any, had the Humility, Courage and Sincerity, to 
ſay, each within himſelf, Thou art the Man: The 


Reſult of which was, that, inſtead of pacitying or 
propitiating offended Juftice, they increaſed the 


Meaſure of their Iniquities, and added this unto all 
their Sins, that what ſhould have been a Means of 
their Converſion, ſtrengthened their Continuance in 
Rebellion. 8 3 
HFaving thus, in the firſt Place, a feeling Senſe of 
our own manifold Unworthineſs,----Charity, and the 


Love of Souls, as well as our own Intereſt in the 


Sins of others, which may bring down the promiſ- 


cuous Judgments of Gop upon us in this World, 
require us ſeriouſly and tenderly to lay to Heart the 


_ Faults and Follies of others; in a diſtinguiſhed Man- 
ner, the more flagrant Crimes of every Claſs and 
Station of Life, which call louder for Vengeance, 
and expoſe us to heavier Wrath: Not that we muſt 
dare to ſtigmatize any individual with deſerved, 

much leſs with undeſerved Reproach. This were 


to inſult and triumph, where we mean to condole 
and deplore; and with the Phariſee, to confeſs, not our 


_ own, but other Mens Sins; contrary to that empha- 
tick Advice, Let him that is without Sin, that is, 


vain 
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vain enough to think himſelf without Sin, caſt the firſt 


Stone, and inſolently invade his N eighbour. 


In the Spirit of Meekneſs therefore, and being 
grieved for the Misfortunes and Miſcarriages of 


their Brethren, Perſons in all Ages, eminent for their 


Piety, have proportionably bemoaned the determined 
and perſevering Wickedneſs of their Fellow-Crea- 


tures ; and in their retired Privacy have poured forth 
the Anguith of their Hearts, The Prophet Jeremy, 


anxious for the Welfare of his Countrymen, conjures 
their Amendment; and with holy Importunity in- 


treats their Return to Duty. More than this he 
could not do. The Succeſs of his Labour of Love 


depended on their own free Compliance. But if ye 
Will not return, his laſt Reſort and Reſolution he tells 


them is, my Sou! ſhall weep in ſecret Places for your 
Pride; and mine Eye ſhall weep ſore and run down 


with Tears, becauſe the LorD's Flock is carried 
away Captive, Hence the mournful and melting 


Strains, with which he laments and deſcribes the 
State of a People, miſerably devoted to Ruin and 
Captivity. How was the righteous Soul of Lot 


diſtracted and tortured, with the {ſhameleſs Conduct 


of thoſe among whom he was conſtrained to dwell ? 
Diſturbed to fee, and unable to reclaun their licen- 
tious Practice! Thus the Royal Pſalmiſt was no 
careleſs and unmoved Spectator of the Sins which 


were tranſacted in his View, and ſurrounded him on 


every Side: Over-whelmed with Sorrow and Com- 
| paſſion, he cannot reſtrain himſelf, but Rivers of 
Tears run down his Eyes, for the violated Law of 


GOD. Horror terrifies and diſmays him for the 
calamitous Condition of the Wicked, who forſake 
God's Teſtimonies ; and again, he is fix*d in ſilent 


Grief, becauſe Men kept not thy Word, O Lord! 
Daxidl alſo, whoſe Honour it is to be numbered 
with Noah and Job, as a celebrated Favourite and 


Servant of the moſt High, perſonates all 0 
an 
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and Diſtinctions of Men, and with due Remorſe be- 
wails their Demerit. We have ſinned, and have com- 
mitted Iniquity, and have done wickedly, O Lord ! 
Righteouſneſs belongeth unto Thee, but unto us Conſu- 


ion of Face, as at this Day. He grants no Exemp- 


tion: Toour Kings, to our Princes, and to our Fathers, 
becauſe we have ſinned againſt Thee, Ezra, abaſhed 


and over-powered, is aſhamed, and bluſhes to lift 
up his Face to his Gon. For our Iniquilies, ſays he, 

 areincreaſed over our Heads, and our Treſpaſſes grown 
up unto the Heavens. Since the Days of our Fathers, 


wwe have been in a great Treſpaſs unto this Day; and 
for our Iniquities have we, our Kings and our Prieſts, 


been aelivered into the Hands of the Kings of the 
Lands. 1 | 


Wich equal Zeal ſhould every Soul, inflamed with 


the Love of God and his Neighbour, confeſs, and 


with holy Concern and Regret, obſerve the fatal 
Predominancy of Wickedneſs, which ſpreads its 
baneful Influence too much in every Place. Inſtead 


of honouring Gop with our Lips, how many, 
whoſe Dignity ſhould make us hope better Things, 
do in common with the meaner Vulgar, prophane 


his Name by familiar Oaths, or more direful Impre- 


cations? How many riot in Exceſs, and glory in 


being mighty to drink ſtrong Drink? How many 


_ aſcend their Neighbour's Bed, and ſcarce fear the 
Shame of a Diſcovery ? No wonder therefore, if a 
leſs complicated Crime, ſufficient nevertheleſs to 


preclude its Votaries from eternal and celeſtial Hap- 


pineſs, pleads Preſcription, and has its avowed Ad- 


vocates. The Sin of Perjury, we are told, has of late 
increaſed to ſuch a Degree of Notoriety, as to engage 
the Attention of the Legiſlature for an effectual 
Remedy againſt it; nor ought we to doubt its Pro- 
greſs, whenever cuſtomary Swearing is deemed an 
Ornament of Speech. Full therefore of a piercing 


Senſe of our own great Provocations, and the im- 
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maculate Purity of the divine Majeſty, who is a 
jealous God, and will not always ſtrive with 14an, | 
we muſt, with holy and unwearied Vehemence, al- 
Mage his Wrath, and fo wreſtle with him, as not 
to ſuffer him to go from us, until he grant us the 
Requeſt of our Lips; until he lay aſide his whole 
Diſpleaſure, and aſſume his former, unmerited, 
and ill-requited Mercy. How do the Ancient Ser- 
vants of G op, whoſe Names are tranſmitted to us 
with illuſtrious Praiſe, deprecate the fiery Indigna- 
tion of the living Gp upon their Days of profels'd 
Humiliation ? With what Succeſs and Acceptance, 
if not defeated by the Obſtinacy and Impenitence of 
incorrigible Sinners, the expreſs Command of the Al- 
mighty for this their Practice does ſufficiently declare. 
The Trumpet is enjoined to give its Sound: All 
Orders of Men are ſummoned to appear with mu- 
tual Readineſs and united Conſent: But chiefly the 

Man of God, whoſe Duty it is to intercede, as for 
himſelf, ſo for the People alſo, has it in Charge to 
mourn in the Bitterneſs of his Soul, and with earneſt 
Cogency todeprecate and deplore the Ignominy, the 
Miſery, and Servility of Heathen Tyranny and Fo- 
reign Bondage: He is inſtructed to urge even the 
Honour of God himſelf in their Behalf, to daſh the 
triumphant Inſolence of their Adverſaries. Where- 
tore ſhould they upbraid us with the Deſertion of 
our God, on whoſe ſpecial Preſence or near Ap- 
proach we were commanded ever to rely? and 
wherefore ſhould they with deriſive Scorn make their 
inſulting Queſtion, Where is now their God? To 

ſuch Direction conformable was the Behaviour of 

Prieſt and P<ople ; but with what Sincerity and In- 

tegrity, the ſacred Hiſtory, in which their Defection 

after ſo many Deliverances ſtands ſo frequently re- 
corded, docs too amply inform us: However, from 
their foul and repeated Revolts, let us learn Con- 
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ſtancy and unſhaken Steadineſs to our Go v and 
SAVIOUR, 


It is true indeed in ſome Caſes, Go abſolutely 


diſcourages all further Application in his Saints: 


Bur then the Decree is peremptory, and the Sentence 
abſolute. Thus Moſes, willing to place his Foot on 


the promiſed Land, ſollicits the divine Favour and 


Permiſſion, but meets with this haſty Reply, 
9peak mo more to me of this Matter. And in another 

Caſe we read, that neither the Prayers nor the 
Righteouſneſs 'of Noab, Daniel, and Feb, ſhould 
avail further than to the Benefit and Reſcue of 
themſelves: In like manner, Gop forbids the Pro- 
phet Jeremy to interpoſe any more for the ſtubborn 
Jraelites; therefore, pray not thou for this People, 
neither lift up Cry nor Prayer for them; neither make 


Interceſſ.on lo me, for 1 will not bear thee. 


But theſe ſpecial Exceptions argue the general 
Prevalence of the effectual fervent Prayer of a 


righteous Man. With good Reaſon therefore, and 
in humble Confidence, "That Gor will again be 
intreated, ought we to addreſs his ſupreme Good- 
nets, arid with the utmoſt Ardour of Aﬀection to 


implore his tender Mercy; not for any inherent 
Excellency arrogated to ourſelves, but for the Ma- 
nifeſtation of his awn ineffable and tranſcendent Per- 
fections; aſcribing with all Humility every happy 
Succeſs, not to our own Sword or to our own Arm, 
but to his Right-hand, and his Arm, and the Light 
of his e becauſe he had a Favour unto, 
us. 

To theſe our Petitions in general, for the Par don 
and Protection of Him who is our only Help, we 


muſt add our particular Prayers for our Sovereign; 
that Go p would adorn him with every Grace and 


Chriſtian Virtue ; that he would commiſſion his 
Angel to encamp round about him, to ſhield and 
defend him from the ſecret 'Lreachery of the Perfi-. 
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dious, or the daring Attemps of open Hoſtility. 
The former, as ſecret, Time and the Providence of 
. Gov, which brings to light the hidden Things of 
Darkneſs, muſt diſcover. But ſurely a more auda- 
cious Attempt of determined Hoſtility than the pre- 
ſent Rebellion can never engage our Attention, ex- 
cite our Vigilance, and provoke our Indignation. 
We have ſeen theſe Dominions, not only alarmed 
with Fears, and threatened with Invaſtons, but theſe 
Menaces executed, and (with Grief and to our Re- 
proach I ſay it) promoted by domeſtick Concur- 
rence. We have ſeen one Part of the united King- 
dom, as it were, ſnatched out of his Majeſty's 
Hands, tho' for a Seaſon only; with this mortitying 
Circumſtance, that at the fame Time, in the only 
Conflict of Moment which has yet happened, our 
Troops were ſpeedily. and wonderfully defeated, by 
what Fatality I know not. We have ſeen à neigh- 
bouring Barrier Town made an eaſy Prey to the 
lame ſucceſsful Adverſary, penetrating of late into 


the very Heart of our Land; harraſſing our Armies, 


anc ↄppreſſing our Country, by vexatious Trouble 
and grievous Exactions, as Caprice, Reſentment or 
Neceſſity, were pleaſed to dictate; and perhaps 
once bending their Courſe, and advancing their haſty 
Steps, even to the Metropolis itſelf, tho? happily pre- 
vented by the prudent Vigilance and unwearied La- 
bour of our Princely Commander, whoſe engaging 
Example, firſt Abroad, and now at Home, has ſo 
ſecured the Hearts and inſpired the Minds, as of the 
Nation in general, ſo eſpecially of the Military Part 
of it, as that nothing, we may reaſonably preſume, 
will be wanting to aſſiſt and forward him in the Ra- 
pidity of his Purſuit, and in his eager Intention of an 
ample Vengeange. ON 
Not thar I chuſe to decree a Triumph before the 
Conqueſt : Our Sins, for which we are now hum- 
bling ourſelves, bid us rather fear than preſume 8 
And 


(17 ) 


And the Uncertainty of Martial Events makesit Pru- 


dent at all Times for him that girdeth on the Har- 
neſs, not to boaſt himſelf as he that putteth it off: 


But I ſpeak the Warmth of my Affection, and the 
Language of Deſire: For, till the offending and re- 
bellious Rout lay down their Arms, and proſtrate 
themſelves before the Throne they have ſo notoriouſ- 
ly inſulted, I hope there is ſcarce an Engliſb Breaſt, 
(J would willingly ſay, I hope there are few Britiſi 
Breaſts, compared with the Bulk of the People, thoſe 


of Wealth and Dignity eſpecially) which does not 


feel itſelf inflamed with Enmity implacable towards 
them. | 3 ; 0 | | | 

What different Sentiments an early Submiſſion 
may yet produce, it is not my Province to deter- 
mine: That Judgment would be tempered with 
Mercy, we may, with Modeſty, if not with Confi- 


dence, expect, from the Genius and Lenity of our 


Clime, exemplified by the reigning Family, almoſt 


to a Degree of Faultineſs and Excels, as Experience, 


and the preſent ungrateful Returns of Perfidy, un- 
bappily, and abundantly prove. 

But ſtill, no doubt, Juſtice will demand ſome 
Recompence for the Blood already ſpilt; for the 
Havock and Devaſtation ſpread, and ſo ſenſibly 
felt through many Places; and for the flagrant In- 
dignity offered to our Sovereign; whoſe Martial Spi- 


rit and diſtinguiſhed Behaviour, in the firſt Stage of 
Manhood, and in his more advanced Years, with 


his preſent fix'd Reſolution, to defend the Sceptre 
with the Sword to his lateſt Breath, argue a Mind 


 {cnfible of Injury, and jealous of his Honour. 


Nevertheleſs, from this, and every other Inſtance 
of the Frailty of earthly Greatneſs, his Royal Heart 
will, I truſt, extract this Good at leaſt, of which 
no human or infernal Malice can deprive him, (and 
a full Compenſation it will prove for any temporal 
Evil, how pungent ſoever and afflictive) that 1 

| will, 


i WS 
will, more and more, afpire after an eternal and un” 
fading Crown of Glory, reſerved in the Heavens; 
and, from the juſt and ſharp Emotions of Anger, 
which to be ſure he feels, from the Violation of his 
Right, and the Defiance of his Authority, that his 
Zeal will riſe in equal Proportion, and perpetually 
burn with a pious, not perſecuting, Flame, for the 
Honour and Service of Him, by whom Kings reign, 
and Princes decree Juſtice. 

However, while we remember him that ſitteth 
on the Throne, we mult not forget him that ſitteth 


on the Dunghill : My Meaning is; to render this 


our Devotion acceptable, and to procure a Return 
to our Prayers, we mult acquit ourſelves with due 
Compaſſion and Relief to the Indigent and Diſtreſ- 


fed. To this godly Stratagem the Scripture refers 


us in a peculiar Manner, when under the Appre- 


| henſion of impending Danger, in that folemn, but 
affectionate Advice, 10 break off our Sins by Righte- © 
 onufneſs, and our Tniquities, by ſhewing Mercy to the 


Poor, if it may ve a lengthening of our Tranquility : 
As if it had been ſaid, nothing can poſſibly inter- 


poſe between you and Puniſhment, but ſpecdy and 
effectual Repentance, manifeſt in its genuine Fruit, 


the Love and Service of our forlorn Neighbour. 
This will not only procure us a {mall Reprieve, 


or Procraſtination of our Sentence, but may obtain 


a full Pardon, and wholly conciliate our moſt wor- 
thy Judge eternal. He is always ready, till the 
Meaſure of our Sins is really tull, and the Day of 
Vengeance can no longer tarry, to meet our firft 
Approaches, and to diveſt himſelf, on our further 
Advances, of all his Reſentment. 


What Share this ſingle Virtue of Charity may 
claim in procuring the Continuance of divine Good- 


neſs towards us, notwithſtanding the heinous Pro- 


vocations of Profanenels, Hypocriſy, Infidelity, 


and all its Train of Vices, we cannot take upon us 
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peremptorily to aſcertain. It were impious to aſ- 
ſign it a ſlender Portion. In private and publick 
Exigency we have the Authority of GOP to plead 
its powerful Efficacy. Hear the Conſolation pro- 
miſed to the liberal Man in the following Language, 
He ſhall not be afraid in the evil Time; and in the 
Days of Dearth he ſhall be ſatisied. Whence the 
Son of Sirach alcribes more Strength to true Bounty 
and Munificence in the PT Day, than to any 


other Helmet of Salvation: It ſhall fight for thee 


againſt the Enemy, more than a mighly Shield and 


ſtrong Spear. 


What remains, but that we dedicate. ourſelves 


| henceforward to Gop and Goodneſs? The Time 


paſt it more than ſuffices to have ſpent in Unrigh- 


teouſneſs; let us redeem the future, and walk with 


greater Vigilance ; and when we go out againſt our 
Enemies, whether temporal or ſpiritual, foreign or 
domeſtick, let us go forth in the Strength of the 


Ion p; let us put on the Armour of Righteouſ- 


neſs, as the Collect for this Seaſon of Advent reminds 
us to do, which can alone render us in vulnerable 
againſt the King of Terrors: Then may we ſhelter 
ourſelves under the Shadow of Gop's Wings, and 
appropriate to ourſelves the animating Exhortation, 
once made to Joſhua, Thine Eyes bath feen all that 
the Lord your God hath done unto theſe two Kingdoms ; 

o ſhall ho Lord do unto all the Kingdoms whither 


his paſſeſt ; ye ſhall not fear them; for the Lord your 
Cod ſhall febt for you: Which Gop of his infinite 


Mercy grant, for the Sake of his Son, our Saviour, 


Jeſus Chriſt; to whom, with the Father, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed all Honour, Adoration, 


Power, Prayer, and Praiſe, henceforth and for ever- 
More * | 
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